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On April 17, 2009, Ford will commemorate the 45th anniversary of the Ford Mustang, an American icon, with a 
four-day celebration in Birmingham, Alabama.  

  Ford will take a nostalgic look back at five historic generations of Mustang during the next four weeks 
leading up to the 45th anniversary, starting with the early years 1964 to 1974. 

  The 1964 1/2 Mustang success exceeded all expectations - with 22,000 orders taken on the first day and an 
astounding 417,000 orders in the car's first 12 months on the market. 
 
dearborn, Mich., March 18 /PRNewswire-FirstCall/ -- A number of pony cars have galloped in and out of the 
American automotive scene throughout the past four and a half decades, but none have enjoyed the lasting appeal 
of Mustang. And none have inspired the same degree of passion among car owners.  

On Friday, April 17, 2009, Ford (NYSE: F -News) and the Mustang Club of America will commemorate the 45th 
anniversary of an American icon - the Ford Mustang - with a four-day celebration in Birmingham, Ala.  

During the four weeks leading up to the Mustang's 45th anniversary, Ford will take a nostalgic look back at five 
historic generations of its longest-running nameplate, beginning with the early years, 1964 to 1974.  

The First Generation of the Ford Mustang  

Flash back to the spring of 1964. The mood of the country is still sullen, following the 1963 assassination of John F. 
Kennedy. Lyndon B. Johnson is leading the nation forward as president of the United States. "Beatlemania" is 
sweeping the country, with hits like "I Want to Hold Your Hand" and "Can't Buy Me Love" at the top of the 
Billboard charts. The price of gas is 30 cents a gallon, and it costs 5 cents to buy a postage stamp. "The Beverly 
Hillbillies," "Bonanza" and the "Dick Van Dyke Show" are among the most popular shows on television, and "From 
Russia with Love," starring Sean Connery as James Bond, is playing at U.S. theaters.  

On April 17, 1964, the Ford Mustang, with its long hood, short rear deck and sporty features, caused a sensation 
when it was introduced to the public at the New York World's Fair in Flushing Meadows, Queens.  

"When the Mustang was unveiled, the reaction was so positive that there was no doubt it was going to be a 
success," recalls Joe Oros, chief designer of Ford's original pony car - dubbed the 1964 1/2 because it was 
launched at an unusual halfway point in the year.  

Don Frey, product planning manager for the original Ford Mustang, says he knew the car was going to be a hit 
months earlier when the design team gave Ford employees a sneak peek at one of the prototypes.  

"We built the first prototype in an experimental garage, and employees flooded the place to see it," he said. 
"Their reaction was spectacular, and it was very revealing to us. We knew the car was going to be roaring 
success from the start."  

And what a success it was. (Read more at http://finance.yahoo.com/news/Ford-Looks-Forward-to-45th-
prnews-14682152.html/print)  
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Phoenix, AZ: A year ago when organizers began preparations for the 2009 Mustangs 
Across America road trip, it was never dreamed that over 600 cars would be a part of the 
event. It was never dreamed that nearly 100 participants would be coming from countries 
around the world including Australia, Canada, Belgium, Denmark, Germany, Mexico, 
New Zealand, Slovakia, South Africa, Sweden, The Netherlands, and the UK.  

But despite the economic turmoil and record gasoline prices in the past 12 months, 
excitement for the Mustang’s 45th Birthday is higher than ever. Mustang enthusiasts have 
signed up in record breaking numbers to participate in the 2009 Mustangs Across America 
45th Anniversary drive. Over 600 Mustangs are registered to date, and entries continue to 
come in daily.  

The epic Mustang road trip is headed from Shelby Automobiles in Las Vegas, NV on 
Saturday April 11th to arrive in Birmingham, AL on April 15th to attend Mustang Club of 
America’s big Mustang 45th Anniversary Bash. The five-day road trip adventure winds its 
way across America’s heartland, stopping for several local events. The route includes 
parts of Route 66, Interstate 40 and Interstate 20 in the South. The driving days average 
about 400 miles and include a complete itinerary of stops and breaks for travelers.  
�
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